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PRESIDENT JOKOWI INAUGURATES THE BENGKULU-TABA PENANJUNG TOLL ROAD

President Jokowi inaugurated the Bengkulu-Taba Penanjung Toll Road, Thursday (20/7) in Bengkulu City. President Jokowi hopes that the existence of
this infrastructure can trigger the emergence of new economic growth points. The Bengkulu-Taba Penanjung Toll Road has a length of 16.7 kilometers
and is part of the Bengkulu-Lubuklinggau section. This infrastructure was built with a budget allocation of IDR 4.8 trillion.

Jokowi Urges Health Centers To
Innovate In Reducing Stunting Cases

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) has urged com-
munity health centers (puskesmas) to innovate
in reducing the number of stunting cases in their
respective areas.

DURING his visit to Srikuncoto
Puskesmas in Central Bengkulu District,
Bengkulu Province, on Thursday (20/7),
he lauded the puskesmas’ innovation in
processing eel and cassava into additional
nutritious food for children.

“Those food commodities, including
eel nuggets, provide high protein. This

type of innovation is needed to accelerate
the reduction of stunting in all regions,”
Jokowi said.

The head of state also praised the
success of the Bengkulu government in
reducing the prevalence of child stunting
from 22 percent to 18 percent.

“I am pleased that stunting prevalence

in Bengkulu Province has decreased from
22 percent to 18 percent, which is below
the national average,” he remarked.

Jokowi also expressed optimism that
the number could fall below 14 percent
by 2024. Stunting prevalence in Indonesia
has dropped from 24.4 percent in 2021 to
21.6 percent in 2022. The government is
targeting to reduce the number of stunt-
ing cases to 14 percent by 2024.

Jokowi has called on all local govern-
ments to increase the provision of addition-
al nutritious food to prevent children from
experiencing stunting, a condition in which
children fail to grow due to chronic malnu-
trition, recurrent infections, and a lack of

stimulation. “In Bengkulu, I assessed that
not many children expetienced stunting
and continue to be given good nutrition,
and this is what I want all provinces to do
the same,” he affirmed.

Moreover, he stated that public partic-
ipation, private participation, and private
donations are used to support stunting
eradication efforts.

Accompanying the president on his
working visit were Minister of State Sec-
retary Pratikno, Minister of Public Works
and Public Housing Basuki Hadimuljono,
Bengkulu Governor Rohidin Mersyah,
and Acting Head of Central Bengkulu
District Heriyandi Roni.(*)



